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We're better together!
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How We Make A Difference
United Way Yukon is a leader in improving lives and building
community by engaging individuals and mobilizing collective action.
Seeking to enhance the community fabric of caring, we raise funds
through donations and invest in projects that better the lives of
Yukon residents, as well as generate ideas and understanding about
social issues affecting Yukon communities.
The programs and projects we fund all have an impact on the
community and we seek out organizations that have a mission and
vision to make a long-term positive impact. We want our strategic
plan, our mission, our vision, and our organizational goals to be
matched by the organizations whose programs and projects we
fund.

Our Priorities and allocation:
All that kids can be
Supporting kids and youth with
resources to grow up healthy and
transition into adulthood.
From poverty to possibility
Building individuals’ financial stability
and independence through access to
healthy food, affordable housing and
employment.
Healthy people, strong communities
Developing the capacity of people to
care for themselves and families by
creating opportunities and places for
social interaction.

Creating
lasting change
$107,000
Allocated

16

7 programs, 6 agencies
(39% of programs, 37% of
funding, 1504 individuals
and families)
7 programs, 6 agencies
(39% of programs, 39% of
funding, 2542 individuals
and families)
4 programs, 4 agencies
(22% of programs, 24% of
funding, 836 individuals
and families)

Agencies funded

18

Programs funded

$5945

Average grant

4882

Individuals and
Families directly
benefiting from
programs

12%
of Yukon people were
served by UWYfunded programs
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Funding allocations 2021
Agency

Program

Location

Funding

Clients

$8000

44

Big Brothers Big Sisters Yukon

Mentorship Program

Boys and Girls Club Yukon

Summer Mentorship

HJ, WH

$6000

15

Canadian Mental Health
Association Yukon

Drop-in councelling

WH, DC, MO, WL, FO, CC

$8000

310

WH

$6000

200

$8000

70

WH

$5000

35

Supporting Families and
Children with
Developmental Needs

Child Development Centre

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
Society Yukon

Community Lunch

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
Society Yukon

Ladies Night Out

WH, TN, LL

WH

Freedom Trails Therapeutic
Riding Association

Therapeutic Riding Program

WH

$4800

38

Frontier College

Summer Literacy Camps

CAFN, CTFN

$4000

150

Help and Hope for Families

Women's Wellness Programs

WL

$9500

10

LDAY Centre for Learning

Camp Raven

WH, DC

$8000

60

Opportunities Yukon

Waterfront Clean-up

WH

$5000

6

Parent Child Mother Goose

Partners for Children

WH, TN

$8000

174

Partners for Children

Mothering Your Baby

WH

$7200

60

St. John Ambulance

Medical First Responders

WH

$4000

1100

Community Kitchen

WH

$8000

360

Poverty and Homelessness
Action Week

WH

$4000

400

Yukon

$2500

1450+

Yukon

$1000

850

Victoria Faulkner Women's
Centre
Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition
Yukon Imagination Library
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Yukon Literacy Coalition

Locations:

Reach Every Reader

BL - Burwash Landing
CC - Carcross
CM - Carmacks
DC - Dawson City
FO - Faro

Celebrating Our
Multicultural Community

HJ - Haines Junction
LL - Lake Laberge
MO - Mayo
PC - Pelly Crossing
TN - Teslin

Category

Categories by colour:
WL - Watson Lake
WH - Whitehorse
CAFN - Champagne Aishihik First Nation
CTFN - Carcross Tagish First Nation

All that kids can be
From poverty to possibility
Healthy people, strong communities
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All that kids can be
Big Brothers Big
Sisters Yukon:
Community
Mentoring Program
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The mission of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Yukon
(BBBSY) is to enable life-changing mentoring
relationships to ignite the power and potential of
Yukon's young people. BBBS provides direct
service to children by matching volunteers and
youths in quality mentoring relationships.

The Community Mentoring Program provided
young people with a friend to talk with, and
someone with whom they could share experiences.
Through regular outings, relationships were
developed between mentors and mentees, which
were built on trust and common interests with the
support of a Mentoring Coordinator.
BBBSY says its program leads to better outcomes
for young people: BBBSY says 81% of graduates
report increased financial literacy, 98% believe they
make good life choices, and 80% pursue healthy
lifestyles among other benefits.
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“ I really appreciate the
program and would highly
recommend it to anyone.
They take time to make sure
that your child is paired with
a good match specific to
them and check in regularly
to make sure that the
experience is a positive one
which is so important.”
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—A parent

https://yukon.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca
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All that kids can be
Boys and Girls Club Yukon:
Summer Mentorship
Program
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“Overall this project has been a
great success from BGC Yukon.
Having the opportunity for
funding and creating this great
project for the summer really
helped the youth and our
resources to reconnect post
global pandemic. Thank you
United Way Whitehorse!”
—BGC Yukon staff

www.bgcyukon.com

BGC Yukon is dedicated to facilitating positive
developmental programming for children, youth
and families. They provide a safe supportive
place where children and youth can experience
new opportunities, overcome barriers, build
positive relationships and develop confidence
and skills for life. BGC helps children and youth
discover and achieve their dreams and grow up
to be healthy, successful and active participants
in society.

e
t
a
d
up

The Summer Mentorship Program kept youth
connected to services at a time when school
services were more difficult to access in the
Yukon due to COVID-19 restrictions.
The program provided a safe space to access
academic and mental health resources, let
people participate in recreation activities and
provided support with life and career goals. The
program met youth on their terms and helped
connect them to the community.
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Healthy people, strong communities
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In Counselling Program

CMHA-YT promotes the positive mental
health of all Yukoners. Their goals are to
provide community education, awareness,
advocacy and support services; eliminate
the stigma toward people who are living
with mental illness; and to engage in
partnership and collaborative activities with
other agencies and organizations
concerned with mental health.
Drop-In Telephone Counselling created a
low barrier method for people to talk about
mental health issues and access
immediate, short term support. The drop-in
program created awareness of other
available services and supports and
connected people to other agencies and
programs for long-term support.

“..a dedicated person offering drop in
appointments was a significant benefit
for the agency in that it gave space for
our counselling team to dedicate to
their caseloads. We are seeing some
pandemic burnout within our team of
front line workers and I can't imagine
how much more we would be seeing if
we didn't have a dedicated drop-in
counsellor available.”
—CMHA-YT staff
https://yukon.cmha.ca/

To Book An Appointment: Call (867) 668-6429
CMHA-YT offers free counselling services for youth, adults, families and couples.
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From poverty to possibility
Opportunities Yukon:
Waterfront Clean-Up Crew
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This program assists people with disabilities to become
active and independent in their community, by learning
real job skills and entering the job market and
empowering them to be engaged in their community.
The Waterfront Clean-Up Crew involved individuals with
disabilities who worked with a job coach and mentor to
maintain the riverfront trails in Whitehorse as well as
other areas downtown.
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Medium-long term benefits to participants include:
retained life / job skills, connection to future
employment support, a sense of pride in a cleaner, safer
city, improved connection to their community, improved
mental wellness and prosperity.
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"Why do we clean up the
waterfront? To beautify the
city and improve tourism. It
also increases our visibility
during COVID and it keeps
things clean.”
—Opportunities Yukon staff
opportunitiesyukon.ca
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All that kids can be
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Child Development Centre:
Supporting Families and Children with Developmental Needs
The CDC works with families and community members to
provide therapeutic services and support the developmental
needs of all Yukon children from birth to kindergarten.
Support for early child development and mental wellness is
critical to building healthy families. Early intervention
provides caregivers with knowledge, skills and confidence to
support their children's developmental needs. This builds
healthy communities. Providing support for parents and
young children in their development helps them reach their
aspirations long term, and enables them to participate and
contribute to their future communities.
Handle with Care Group: This parent group focused on
supporting social-emotional development.
Parent / Child toddler Language Group: Parents attended
with children to learn and practice concrete strategies to
support their children’s communication.
Hanen It Takes Two to Talk Group: This parent group
focused on supporting speech and language development.

“I enjoyed hearing input from
other parents experiencing
same things with their kids.”
—A parent
cdcyukon.ca
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Healthy people, strong communities
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Society Yukon:
Ladies Night Out and Community Lunch Programs
FASSY is dedicated to ensuring that individuals with
FASD have equal access to opportunities to reach
their full potential. Their mission is to foster informed,
inclusive and nurturing communities that work
together to prevent FASD and to support individuals
affected by FASD. FASSY envisions a Yukon in which
FASD is prevented and where persons with FASD are
fully included in Yukon society.
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Ladies Night Out provided a safe place for women
with neurodevelopmental disabilities, including FASD,
to gather and enjoy activities (crafts, bowling, skiing)
as well as interact with youth from Porter Creek
Pathfinders. The youth learned valuable leadership
skills and socialization. The project increased
awareness about FASD and other neuro
developmental disabilities. It created a positive
interaction between groups in the community which
can be long-lasting and creates acceptance and
ongoing support. Youth gained more tolerance and
understanding of differences in peoples lives.

The Community Lunch Program provided a nutritious
lunch and a safe space to eat, Monday to Friday, for
people using FASSY services. It was a collaborative
project with Opportunities Yukon who provided the
meals. Participants came for the food but also to
connect with other FASSY services. A staff person
with lived experience was hired to work on the
program each day.
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“I like ladies' night as it
encourages my daughter to
develop her leadership skills
and pushes her out of her
comfort zone, in a safe,
supportive way.”
—A parent
fassy.org
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Healthy people, strong communities
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Freedom Trails Therapeutic Riding Association:
Therapeutic Riding Program
The FTTRA is dedicated to improving the quality of life
for people with a disability through therapeutic and
recreational horseback riding and horse interaction.
Their emphasis is on enhancing an individual’s ability
and working with participants to help them reach their
full potential.
Therapeutic Riding Program participants were provided
an environment to feel accepted and to have safe and
healthy social interactions with other riders and
volunteers. Summer lessons included arena games and
exercises, trail rides, working with horses in the round
pen, walks in the labyrinth, and lessons on a simulator in
the winter months. FTTRA hosted spring and fall camps
and visitors from local care homes returned last spring
for field visits

“I love therapeutic horseback
riding. I love riding the gentle
horses and learning about
their body parts and naming
the tack. I love the horses and
the teachers and volunteers! I
always look forward to my
horseback riding lessons!”
—A client
freedomtrails.weebly.com
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All that kids can be
Frontier College:
Summer Literacy
Camps
Frontier College believes literacy is a
right. They work with volunteers and
community partners to give people the
skills and confidence they need to reach
their potential and contribute to society.
Low literacy skills are directly linked to
poverty, poor health and high
unemployment. Literacy is a driving
force to empowerment and prosperity.
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Summer Literacy Camps were a literacy
and learning support program designed
to help children stay engaged with
reading, writing and math over the
summer months.
Frontier College partnered with
Carcross/Tagish First Nation, and The
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations
to provide learning kits to support
summer literacy camps which were
already running in their communities.

“Most kids feel that this kit is
almost a Christmas present as
they unbox it. Most families
mentioned that it made their
kids read more, and do more
art and takes them away from
using the computer for a
while. The kits help families
make the kids use their motor
skills through art, as well as
exercise their brain through
reading and finishing up
education related activities in
it.”
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—Frontier College staff

frontiercollege.ca
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Help and Hope for Families is dedicated to ending
violence in the community of Watson Lake. The
group takes a proactive approach by providing
outreach, education, referral, advocacy, support,
information and resources to clients. Help and
Hope for Families serves women and their children
in the Watson Lake area who are living with the
impact of violence by providing transition home and
shelter services.
The Women’s Wellness Program provided a
supportive environment where women gather to
learn about fitness, nutrition, healthy living and selfcare. It benefited the greater community because it
provided education, advocacy, support and self
empowerment, resulting in strong, powerful women
that made change in their life for the better and
shared what they learned with their family and
friends.

“I have been part of
Help and Hope For
Families Wellness
program, facilitated by
a couple of amazing
women. This is
something that was
needed here in the
women’s shelter as
there wasn’t much to
do. Help and Hope did
a survey and it was
clear what was needed
as we gave a list of
ideas to Help and Hope
and they are slowly
adding what we asked
for as long as there is
funding.”
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—A client
helpandhopeforfamilies.ca
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All that kids can be

LDAY Centre For
Learning: Camp Raven
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LDAY is dedicated to increasing
awareness of learning differences and
supporting children, youth and adults
with learning difficulties or disabilities.
LDAY provides leadership through
advocacy, education, programs and
services.

Camp Raven delivered three very
successful camps for children and youth
(age 7 - 14) with a range of learning,
social-emotional, and/or behavioural
difficulties. The winter camp was held
over spring break in Whitehorse; the
summer camps were held both in
Whitehorse and Dawson City.

www.ldayyukon.com
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“Our son LOVED his
day with you guys so
much last time! I hadn’t
seen him that positive
about an experience in
a long time.”
—A parent
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Healthy people, strong communities
Partners for Children:
Mothering your Baby and Parent Child Mother Goose
Partners for Children’s mission is to make
learning and training opportunities for
healthy early child development accessible
to all Yukoners. They aim to improve
outcomes so that all children can succeed in
life.
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While the projects are aimed at supporting
new mothers, there is a huge ripple effect
into the lives and wellness of the whole
family. If mothers are coping better, fathers
are coping better and babies are happier.

Mothering Your Baby supported women in
the great transformation to new
motherhood. This involved helping them to
adapt to their new lifestyle as a parent, learn
and practice skills of self-care, provided an
opportunity for social networking, and
helped them become more aware of
community resources and services. The
program aimed to improve emotional wellbeing and decrease isolation and loneliness.
Parent Child Mother Goose is a partnership
with Victoria Faulkner Women’s Centre and
Network for Healthy Early Human
Development Yukon. The program provided
an engaging and fun way to teach parents
how to bond, play with and enjoy their little
ones. It also provided positive parenting
tools and a safe space for parents to
connect with each other.
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"The songs are great and the
opportunity to talk about new-to-me
topics is very validating. I liked the
songs as well as knowledge that I’m
not alone in some of the challenges of
new motherhood. I have already
recommended this program to a
friend. This group is so important!”
—A parent

partnersforchildren.info
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From poverty to possibility
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Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition:
Poverty and Homelessness Action Week
The Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition (YAPC) facilitates
the elimination of poverty in the Yukon through
awareness, education, advocacy, community
building and action. They are an action-based team
who partner with other community members on
issues involving food, shelter and access to
services. YAPC’s vision is that all people in the
Yukon live in an inclusive community, free from
poverty, where diversity and human rights are
respected.
Poverty and Homelessness Action Week focused
on food and housing as a human right. Through
education and connection, the project helped to
close the gap between service providers and their
clients, as well as help reduce stigma and raise
issues around human rights.

“By engaging government officials,
NGO's, businesses, school social
justice clubs, people with lived/living
experiences as well as many
community members, we were able to
support, educate and connect with
people who have lived/living
experience of poverty and
homelessness as well as those in
positions to make change.”
—YAPC staff
yapc.ca
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Healthy people, strong communities
St. John Ambulance: Medical First Responders
St. John Ambulance’s mission is to enable
Canadians to improve their health, safety, and
quality of life. They carry this out by providing
lifesaving first aid and CPR training, equipping
people with safety supplies such as emergency
response kits and AEDs, and serving communities
through charitable programs that strengthen and
improve people's well-being. They are passionate
in serving our communities and ensuring better,
healthier, and safer places for everyone to work,
live, and play.

e
t
a
d
up

The Medical First Responders program allowed
trained volunteers to provide first aid and safety
support to our communities. The Yukon division
was able to provide first aid support to events in
Whitehorse and ensure the pubic was safe in case
of emergencies. The funding also helped
volunteers receive much-needed upgrades to their
supplies and training equipment, allowing them to
continue learning and developing lifesaving skills
that will help the community in the long term.

“The additional equipment
helps us to ensure that we
have sufficient equipment
when we are on duty and
keeps member training
current.”
—A client
sja.ca
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“Yukon’s children deserveu
the best
possible start in life. Experts have

All that kids can be
Yukon Imagination Library:
Reach Every Reader
Yukon Imagination Library supports children’s
literacy programs throughout the Yukon.
Since 2007 they have distributed more than
135,000 books to Yukon families in every
community. The books support early literacy
and help kids succeed when they get into
kindergarten and elementary school.
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Reach Every Reader has over 1450 Yukon
children under 5 years old registered. Each
month an age appropriate book was mailed
out. Upon registering, each child received a
copy of Lessons From Mother Earth by Yukon
author Elaine McLeod.

found that early experiences with
books and reading—especially from
birth to age 5—help prepare children
for success as students and as
adults in the workforce. Likewise,
reading together give babies and
children warm, nurturing interactions
with the adults they care about.”
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yukonimaginationlibrary.ca
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All that kids can be
Yukon Literacy Coalition:
Celebrating our Multicultural
Community
Yukon Literacy Coalition is dedicated to improving
the lives of the people of the North by providing
accessible and culturally-appropriate learning
opportunities. They do this by building the
foundational skills required for life-long learning.
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Celebrating our Multicultural Community involved
stocking family literacy centre libraries with
multicultural resources including toys, games,
musical instruments and books from around the
world.
The goal was to expand all Yukoners' worldview
and increase the richness of their lives; allow
participants to share and celebrate what is
culturally important to them and also attract more
participants to literacy programs overall, as people
felt more welcomed and included.

"Many newcomers and minority
groups feel marginalized, this
project will assist in integration.
Drawing out culture and
language and celebrating them
will provide a level of
encouragement and inclusivity
that is badly needed.”
—YLC staff
yukonliteracy.com
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Shown here: New books
and musical instruments
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From poverty to possibility
Victoria Faulkner Women’s Centre:
Community Kitchen Weekly Lunch Program

e
t
a
d
up

VFWC's Community Kitchen runs
Wednesdays between 11:30am
and 1pm, and Fridays 4-6pm.
Admission is free or by donation.
“This is a place where you are
received as a whole person, not
just a fraction. You come here
and you leave with a meal and a
connection with humans.”
—A client
vfwomenscentre.com
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Victoria Faulkner Women's Centre (VFWC) is a safe
and respectful space where all self-identified women
can connect with one another, access support and
services, and work together to create positive change
for women and the community. VFWC is committed
to promoting women's equality and well-being. They
do so by raising awareness, educating, advocating
and collaborating with government and nongovernment organizations.
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The Community Kitchen program served 1-2 meals
per week to women and gender non-conforming
folks who frequent VFWC. The program was meant
to be an opportunity for women from all walks of life
to gather around a table and connect as a
community. With COVID-19, the program adapted to
offering take-out meals in order to maintain the
gathering around a place. Participants accessing the
program could eat a healthy meal and create
meaningful connections with staff and each other.
This project allowed women to access food for
themselves and their family in a self-directed way.
Many used this opportunity to connect with advocacy
and other programs offered at VFWC, building
resiliency for women in our community. The program
has also served as a gathering space to allow
participation in activism around safety, social justice,
feminism and other community issues.
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Long-Term Projects
In addition to projects funded through our Community
Engagement and Investment Fund with money raised from local
fundraising efforts, UWY has several long-term projects intended
to have a lasting impact throughout the Yukon.

Yukon Learn Society:
Wallet Wisdom — Making
Sense of Cents
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challenges is inspired and
empowered to continue their journey
of life-long learning and achieve their
life goals and aspirations.
Wallet Wisdom — Making Sense of
Cents offers a series of intermediatelevel financial literacy workshops
relating to various aspects of
personal financial management.
Each workshop builds on material
already covered by the introductory
Money Matters program.
Participants gain a better
understanding of financial concepts,
practices and opportunities which
they can use to their benefit.
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Long-Term Projects
In addition to projects funded through our Community
Engagement and Investment Fund with money raised from local
fundraising efforts, UWY has several long-term projects intended
to have a lasting impact throughout the Yukon.

Yukon Energy Food
Security Network
With funding and support from
Yukon Energy Corporation, The
Yukon Energy Food Security
Network is a collaboration
between United Way Yukon,
Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition and
the Whitehorse Food Bank.

ee
t
t
a
d
d
p
p
u
u

The project is focused on
working with stakeholders in
Watson Lake, Haines Junction,
Carmacks and Mayo to develop
ideas and projects that address
food security in Yukon
communities.

foodnetworkyukon.ca
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Yukon has the 3rd-highest rate
of food insecurity in Canada
behind NWT and Nunavut. They
estimate 17% of Yukoners are
affected by food insecurity.
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Long-Term Projects
In addition to projects funded through our Community
Engagement and Investment Fund with money raised from local
fundraising efforts, UWY has several long-term projects intended
to have a lasting impact throughout the Yukon.

Yukon211
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Initial funding through the
Government of Canada and
United Way Centraide Canada,
and recent financial support
from the Government of Yukon
has helped launch this vital
phone service throughout the
Yukon.
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Yukon211 is the information and
referral service that connects
residents of Yukon to critical
human, social, community and
government supports.
The service has helped Yukoners
quickly and easily navigate the
often-complex network of
government and community
programs to find what they need
for their unique situation.
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211’s telephone
line is now
available in
Yukon. It’s free,
confidential and
available 24/7 in
150+ languages
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211.ca

